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FEBRUARY 
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 Meeting 

19  Monthly Meeting 

 

MARCH 

10 Rose Day Luncheon 

19  Monthly Meeting 

This month’s meeting will be on Thursday, 
Feb. 19, 6:00 PM, at Red Lobster on Air-
port Blvd.  Our speaker this month will be: 
 

Joanie Stephen 
SmartWorkEthics.com 

a division of 
THE SMART SOLUTIONS GROUP 

Creating Solutions for Success 
 
Joanie Stephen is a certified master facili-
tator in workforce development.  Her back-
ground includes over 15 years as an Edu-
cator, a Sales Manager, and Corporate 
Trainer.  She helps people recognize and 
incorporate a workforce strategy to create 
success in the workplace.  Her company, 
The Smart Solutions Group, has presented 
to large and small businesses including 
Baldwin County Association of Realtors, 
Mobile Chamber of Commerce, Mobile So-
ciety for Human Resources Management 
(SHRM), The Women’s Business Center, 
Girl Scouts of the Deep South, Mobile Area 
Water and Sewer Systems, City of Virginia 
Beach, Pacific Northwest Library Confer-
ence, Boise State University, and others. 
 
Joanie will be speaking about  
THE REAL AND HIGH COST OF  
EMPLOYEE TURNOVER 
 
Workplace turnover is costly and affects 
productivity.  Often there is a disconnect 
between supervisors and employees.  Su-
pervisors don’t understand why employees 
don’t just do their job and employees be-
come defensive, or they just leave.  How 
does a company change this?  Understand 
how to calculate your turnover rate and 
learn some immediate solutions.  Recog-
nize steps necessary to prevent the turn-
over costs from eating into your profits. 
 

Following her presentation, Joanie and 
Charlene want to tell us about a project 
they are doing together called  
 
THE CAREER WOMAN PROJECT 
The Career 
Woman Pro-
ject is part of 
an ambitious 
plan to em-
power the 
unemployed 
to make 
smart career 
choices that 
will impact 
their lives and 
ultimately, the 
community as 
a whole.  The 
Career 
Woman Pro-
ject is for 
women from low-income households who 
need career services and computer educa-
tion and are currently unable to afford the 
costs of those services. Bishop State Com-
munity College - Office of Workforce Devel-
opment, in conjunction with The Smart So-
lutions Group, will take 12 women through 
a program of Smart Work Ethics, Microsoft 
Office training, Financial Management, Job 
Search Skills and mentorships, in order to 
provide them with the tools necessary to 
achieve successful long term employment. 
 
The project will be a 6 week training pro-
gram running Mondays through Fridays 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, and will be of-
fered at no charge to the participants. The 
12 participants will be selected by applica-
tion, based on need and commitment to 
complete the program. 
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Our next Movie Night at Pene-

lope House is set for March.  We 

plan to show a fun, kid friendly 

movie, serve dinner, popcorn and 

juice.   

If anyone has any kid friendly 

movies that we could choose 

from please let the committee 

members: Jo Ann Williamson, 

Charlene Rains or Brooke 

Robson know.   

Mobile donates the popcorn for 

our movie nights!  Let us know if 

you would like to sponsor supper.  

We always look forward to this 

event. This is a fun time for the 

children at Penelope and a nice 

night off for the mothers. 

We hope to do more activities 

like this one in the coming year.  If 

you have any ideas or if you would 

like to attend, please let one of the 

committee members know. 

Thanks! 

 

Z O N T A  C L U B  N E W S  

Rose Day Luncheon 
Each year our club recognizes a woman in 
Mobile who has made extraordinary contri-
butions of time and/or finances to advance 
the status of women.   Our club will host a 
luncheon celebrating International 
Women’s Day and Zonta International 
Rose Day as we our Zonta Woman of the 
Year, Terri Kearns.  The luncheon will be 
held Tuesday, March 10, 2009, 11:30 a.m. 
at the Bonefish Grill, 6955 Airport Blvd.  
 
Zontaôs Woman of the Year 
 
Terri Kearns is a graduate of The Univer-
sity of Alabama where she received a BS 
in Home Economics/Fashion Retailing. 
With 20 years experience in the fashion 
and retailing industry, she created work-
shops to meet the needs of men, women 
and teens needing interview, presentation 
and professional image skills. Recognizing 
the need of assistance to disadvantaged 
and displaced females desiring to enter the 
workforce, she founded Our Sisters’ Closet 
in 1998. This non-profit program provides 
free high-quality interview and workplace 
clothing to low-income, homeless and 
abused women to increase their self-
confidence and job opportunities.  
 

 
 
 
 
SuccessAbility Services was added in 
2005 to provide job search and workplace 
competency workshops to assist disadvan-
taged jobseekers. Over 3000 women, men 
and teens have received services from 
these programs. 
 
Terri has been married to husband, Hoagy 
for 30 years on March 10, and they have 2 
sons, Ben and Sam. 
 
Professional and Community  
Involvement 
 

¶ The Women’s Alliance Board of  
Directors - Secretary, Membership 
Chair 

¶ University of Alabama Alumni Assn, 
Mobile Chapter - Past President,  
Student Recruitment Chair 

¶ Career Women of Mobile - Past Presi-
dent 

¶ DECA Advisory Board, Davidson High 
School  



ZONTA INTERNATIONAL IS A WORLDWIDE SERVICE 

ORGANIZATION OF EXECUTIVES IN BUSINESS AND 

THE PROFESSIONS WORKING TOGETHER TO AD-

VANCE THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

 

The February meeting of the Zonta Club of Mobile will be 

held on the 3rd Thursday of this month, Feb. 19 at 6:00 pm 

at Red Lobster on Airport Blvd.  The speaker will be Joanie 

Stephen with SmartWorkEthics.com.  Please make every 

effort to attend, as we need your participation.  
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P. O. Box 9756 

Mobile, AL 36691 

E-mail: info@zontamobile.org 

Website: www.zontamobile.org 
 

 
For more Zonta news and events go to 
www.zonta-district11.org  or www.zonta.org 

Zonta Club of Mobile 

Advancing the Status of Women Worldwide 

Weõre on the web 
www.zontamobile.org 
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