
Letter from the President 
my career love. I am the 

President of the National As-

sociation of Women in Con-

struction (Mobile Chapter) as 

well as an active member of 

the AIA (American Institute of 

Architects). I put family first 

and encourage others to do 

so. As a leader in other or-

ganizations I participate in, I 

firmly believe in delegating 

responsibility to others.  As I 

mentioned it takes teamwork 

to accomplish more and to be 

most effective. Delegation also 

allows others to participate as 

well as contribute their ideas, 

try their ideas, and see which 

ones are most effective. It 

builds people; it builds teams. 

We are a large team and quite 

an impressive one. I encour-

age others in our group to 

step forward and share ideas 

as well as jump out there and 

try methods they feel will en-

hance our association. I look 

forward to hearing from each 

of you and being active and 

involved in each committee, 

Zonta event and in the lives of 

our fellow Zontians. Thank 

you for entrusting me as your 

new leader. I know together 

we will accomplish great 

things and enhance the lives of 

Women. 

Sincerely, 

Brooke Robson 

Dear Honorable Zontians of 

Mobile, 

It is with great excitement 

that I write this letter to you. 

I officially heard that I was 

approved to be your new 

President just last week. What 

an honor it is and has been for 

me just to be a part of such a 

wonderful and effective group 

of young ladies (young at 

heart counts too). I first was 

introduced to Zonta Interna-

tional by fellow member Leslie 

Phillips. Reluctantly I came to 

a meeting but left with such a 

new appreciation for the fact 

that there is a group of 

women who do care for oth-

ers and promote their time 

and energy for the betterment 

of women at any stature. I 

was moved as well as lit on 

fire from that moment on.  

Again, these are exciting 

times. This year is very capti-

vating. Americans are experi-

encing an historic election 

year. We as women are re-

minded that we can achieve 

anything with the help of oth-

ers. It is possible for a woman 

to be elected Vice President 

or even President of our great 

Nation. These women of 

power have accomplished 

great things through the chan-

nels of teamwork. I truly be-

lieve any leader is only as 

great as the persons he/she 

surrounds themselves with. 

One individual cannot accom-

plish great things alone so fast, 

but with her team, she can 

accomplish more in a faster 

manner and exude a quality 

performance. 

I know many of you and am 

eager to get to know you all 

on a more personal note. Just 

for fun, the following de-

scribes some information 

about me, my family and ca-

reer. 

I am from Hattiesburg, MS but 

moved to the Mobile area in 

1993. I earned my MBA 

(Master of Business Admini-

stration) degree from the Uni-

versity of Mobile. I married 

my best friend in 2001 and 

was blessed with a beautiful 

son in 2007. Cody is now 18 

months and graces some of 

our meetings. My husband 

plans to continue with his 

nursing degree by going to 

classes at night and then pur-

suing a degree in Anesthesia. 

When he is done in 4 years he 

will be an Anesthetist and we 

hope to remain in Mobile. 

I work as a Membership Di-

rector for the Associated 

Builders and Contractors, 

where I have been for two 

weeks. I have worked in Con-

struction for 7 years and it is 
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Our next Movie Night at Pene-

lope House is set for Wednes-

day, September 17 at 4:30 pm.  

We plan to show a fun, kid 

friendly movie, serve dinner, 

popcorn and juice.   

If anyone has any kid friendly 

movies that we could choose 

from please let the committee 

members: Jo Ann Williamson, 

Charlene Rains or Brooke 

Robson know.   

Mobile popcorn has agreed to 

donate the popcorn for our 

movie nights!  Let us know if 

you have ideas for supper.  We 

are looking forward to this 

event. This is a fun time for the 

children at Penelope and a nice 

night off for the mothers. 

We hope to do more activities 

like this one in the coming year.  

If you have any ideas or if you 

would like to attend, please let 

one of the committee members 

know. Thanks! 

 

Z O N T A  C L U B  N E W S  

Pampered Chef Shop & Swap  
Our Pampered Chef Shop & Swap will be 

held at the Bay Area Food Bank! 

 

       Date:  Sunday, September 21 

       Time: 2:00 – 5:00 pm 

 

Those of you who were at the August meet-

ing met Shearie Archer, she will be there to 

give us a tour of the food bank.  Please invite 

as many of your friends as possible and bring 

unwanted kitchen items to swap.  If you feel 

inclined, bring canned goods for the food 

bank, too, as a thank you for allowing us to 

use their facility.  Snacks and appetizers will 

be served. 
 
Reminders: 
 

 Zonta will receive 20% of the proceeds 

from all Pampered Chef sales 

 Bay Area Food Bank will receive any 

monies “rounded up” on the orders.  So 

if your total comes to $22.39 and you 

round it up to $25.00, the food bank gets 

the difference. 

 Bay Area Food Bank will also receive 

$2.00 for each Round Up from the 

Heart Trivet sold. 

 Women in Transition situations will 

receive any kitchen items swapped 

during the Shop & Swap 

So this is a multifaceted fundraiser and 

Service project. 

If you need Pampered Chef Catalogs and/

or Order Forms, please contact Charlene 

at 458-0729. 

Please have all orders in to Charlene by 

September 28.  If you can’t make it to the 

Shop & Swap, you can call your orders in 

to Charlene directly. 

We are asking each member to get just 

FIVE orders, for this to be a successful 

fundraiser. 



Quarterly Social - TGIF 
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We had fun at TGIF.  It 

was nice to see the members 

who showed up to take advan-

tage of a get together were we 

could get to know one another 

a little more. 

The weather was great and we 

spent time in the pool and 

cooled off.  We had a cheese 

and cracker  tray, vegetable 

tray, nachos, and shrimp cock-

tail for appetizers.   

For the main coarse we had hot 

dogs, hamburgers, carrot salad, 

potato salad, and baked 

beans.  Dessert was a Chocolate 

Ameretta cheese cake.   

We will take a look in April or 

May,  and decide if we will hold 

another one. 

  

Joanne Palko 

Our guest speaker for the  

August Zonta meeting was Mrs. 

Shearie Archer, Development and 

Communications Director for the 

Bay Area Food Bank.  She shared 

facts about the Food Bank pro-

grams to feed the hungry in their 

24-county service area.  Those 

programs include: 

Summer Lunch Program runs 

for 8-9 weeks during the summer 

to provide healthy lunches to chil-

dren at safe sites.  The program 

serves 6 counties in Alabama and 3 

counties in Mississippi.  High 

school students are hired to work 

in the kitchen, making meals for 

the Summer Lunch Program.  Child 

nutrition programs also consist of 

Kids Cafe afterschool programs 

and a Backpacks for Kids program. 

Senior Nutrition Program pro-

vides 200 seniors faced with chal-

lenges and living on a fixed income 

with a box of food each month 

valued at $60-$70.  These boxes 

can contain anything from fruit to 

pasta to chicken. 

Disaster Relief Program  Any-

time a disaster strikes in the ser-

vice area, the Food Bank receives 

truckloads of food and supplies 

from America's Second Harvest, as 

well as other corporations, and 

work as quickly as they can to get 

those supplies out into the affected 

communities as quickly as possible. 

Community Food Assistance 

Program combines donated food, 

USDA commodities and bulk pur-

chased food to create a variety of 

boxed or bagged food to assist 

families with breakfast, lunch and 

dinner items. 

How You can Help and Be-

come a Part of the Bay Area 

Food Bank Family? 

 Donate Money Online 

 Donate Money thru Direct 

Mail 

 Donate Food 

 Organize a Food Drive 

 Volunteer 

 Become an Advocate for Hun-

ger 

 Round up you Pampered Chef 

order and purchase a “Round 

Up for the Heart” trivet. 

 

 

September is Hunger Action 

Month.  On the following page 

you will find 

 "30 Ways in 30 Days!" 

Help fight hunger in YOUR com-

munity by teaming up with your 

Bay Area Food Bank in this cam-

paign! 

Serving 

290,750 

people in 

poverty and 

335,252 

working poor 

in 24 

counties! 

Bay Area Food Bank 



 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

  

"Knock out Hun-

ger" today and 

attend the LAST  

BayBears  game! 

Bring a can or 

make a donation 

and possibly win 

a chance to meet 

the team or re-

ceive an auto-

graphed t -shirt!!   

"Race to the 

Front" for hunger 

with the Mobile 

Greyhound 

Park! Bring a 

canned good any 

day this month 

and receive a 

FREE program 

that lists the dogs 

for live racing!  

Inquire about 

volunteering at 
the Bay Area 

Food Bank  or 
another local 

hunger relief or-
ganization.   Call 

Jim Brewer at 
251.653.1617!  

Invite friends to 

"virtual 

lunch."   Estimate 

the cost and do-
nate that amount 

to your local hun-
ger relief organi-

zation -  Bay 
Area Food 

Bank .    

Forward this cal-

endar to a friend!  

Spend today 

creating your 
own Mermaid 

"Jingle Jam" for 

Chicken of the 

Sea! Winner re-
ceives a free trip 

to Hollywood and 
the Food Bank 

could receive a 
whole truckload 

of tuna!! Visit 
www.chickenofth

esea.com    
7 8 9 10  11  12  13  

Energize your 
book group 

around a book 
that   focuses on 

the issues of 
hunger and pov-

erty.   

Attempt to pro-
vide 3 healthy 

meals using only 

the average daily 

Food Stamp 
amount allotted 

per person.  Go 
to: www.frac.org/

pdf/
FSC_Toolkit.pdf    

Attend the 92 

ZEW 's  Second 
Tuesday Concert 

at the Blue Gill 
and bring cans for 

your Bay Area 
Food Bank! Doors 

open at 6:00! See 
you there!  

Try the Transit 

today and partici-

pate in "Can for a 

Ride!"   Bring a 
can and get a 

FREE RIDE  
aboard the Wave 

Transit System !   

Help out by eat-

ing out.   Dine at 

Panera Bread  

today and donate 
to the Bay Area 

Food Bank in the 
donation box by 

the register!     

Take your chil-

dren to any Mo-
bile Public Li-

brary , BRING A 
CAN , and check 

out Fly Away 
Home , Uncle 

Willy's Soup 
Kitchen , or any 

other children's 
book featuring 

the theme of hun-
ger.    

Bring your chil-

dren to help out 
at programs that 

serve homeless 
families.    

14  15  16  17  18  19  20  

Help distribute 

food at a church 
pantry in your 

neighborhood.  

Learn about the 
Earned Income 

Tax Credit and 
other benefits 

that help low -
income working 

families.  

Invite friends to a 

potluck where 
everyone brings 

their favorite 
family recipe and 

shares stories 
about the mean-

ing of food in 
their lives.   

Donated to the 
Bay Area Food 

Bank online 
where $1 can 

provide up to 5 
meals  for some-

one in need.   

 

Donate a grocery 
store gift card to 

your local food 
pantry so they 

can provide more 
for those they 

serve.   

Host a group to 
watch the movie 

30 Days on Mini-
mum Wage  at 

your home and 
have a discussion 

afterward.    

Find out how this 

newly passed 
Farm Bill legisla-

tion will help 
millions of hun-

gry Ameri-
cans.   Visit 

www.frac.org   

21  22  23  24  25  26  27  

Shop for your 
weekly groceries 

using only half 

the dollar 

amount you 
would normally 

spend, then do-
nate the other 

half to the Bay 
Area Food 

Bank !   

Wear a Hunger 

Action Month 

Button  today and 

educate your 
school, work or 

faith group about 
hunger and pov-

erty.   

Enjoy dessert at 
Ruby Tuesday!  

"Cookies for a 

Cause" benefit 

America's Second 
Harvest and come 

in half -dozen and 
dozen -  chocolate 

chip and white 
macadamia! 

Mmm!   

Search the Inter-

net while donat-
ing to the Food 

Bank! Visit 

www.goodsearch.

com  and every 
time you search 

the Internet the 
Bay Area Food 

Bank  will get 1 
penny! Thank 

you!   

"Push to Talk" 

Southern LINC 
Wireless  wants 

YOU to "Push to 

End Hunger!" 

Visit the Mobile 
Southern LINC 

Wireless Store to 
donate canned 

goods to the Food 
Bank and receive 

a FREE gift!  

Donate a gas card 

to a program that 

delivers meals, 

such as the Bay 
Area Food 

Bank's  Summer 
Lunch Program 

and Kid's Cafe.   

Help the Food 

Bank and Trans-
port Commer-

cial Leasing, 

LLC . "Stuff the 

Truck!"  Visit the 
Sam's Club  on 

Airport Blvd. and 
fill the truck with 

grocery prod-
ucts!   

~SEE YOU 
THERE!!  

28  29  30          

Stay current on 
all the ways you 

can continue to 

help throughout 

the year! Sign up 
to receive the 

Food Bank quar-
terly newslet-

ter!  E-mail Mere-
dith!   

"Round -Up from 

the Heart"  with 
Pampered Chef ! 

Purchase the 
2008 trivet or any 

Pampered Chef 

product and 

round up your 
purchase to the 

nearest dollar and 
proceeds will 

benefit America's 
Second Harvest 

and your  Bay 

Area Food 

Bank !  

Go Green! with 

the Food Bank 
and purchase a 

Bay Area Food 

Bank  Recyclable 

grocery bag TO-
DAY! Proceeds go 

to help fight HUN-
GER! Call 

251.653.1617 for 
more informa-

tion!   

        

Hunger Action Monthð30 Ways in 30 Days! 

http://www.mobilebaybears.com
http://www.mobilegreyhoundpark.com
http://www.mobilegreyhoundpark.com
http://www.mobilegreyhoundpark.com
http://www.chickenofthesea.com
http://www.chickenofthesea.com
http://www.frac.org/pdf/FSC_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.frac.org/pdf/FSC_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.frac.org/pdf/FSC_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.92zew.net
http://www.92zew.net
http://www.frac.org
http://www.goodsearch.com
http://www.goodsearch.com
mailto:msimmerman@bayareafoodbank.org
mailto:msimmerman@bayareafoodbank.org
http://www.bayareafoodbank.org/Events/Pampered%20Chef.htm
http://www.bayareafoodbank.org/Events/Pampered%20Chef.htm
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We need members to help in the following 

areas: 
 

 Sell Sponsorships (Ads in program) 

 Facilities (tables, set up, clean up) 

 Marketing and Advertising (as much 

FREE as possible) 

 Vendors recruitment 

 Food Services 

 Raffle Items (3-4 items) 

 Volunteer Coordination (possibly girl 

scouts?) 

A fundraiser to benefit: 

 

Penelope House Transitional Living, Penelope House, Emma's Harvest House, 

Sybil Smith, Salvation Army Women & Children, Hands of Restoration,  

Our Sister's Closet, Home of Grace, W.I.N.N.E.R.S. 

 

November 15, 2008  

9 A.M. - 4 P.M.  

Central Presbyterian Church  

(corner of Dauphin & Ann) 

phy.  The process is that the Area 

Directors nominate the most im-

pressive clubs in their Areas for 

that award, based on information in 

the clubs’ Annual Reports.   

Through an objective selection 

process, including a District Board 

vote, a Governor’s Trophy winner 

and Runner Up are identified.  The 

results will remain confidential until 

Conference, when the Governor’s 

Trophy and Runner Up Awards will 

be announced and presented by 

Governor Lynn during the Awards 

event. 

The 2006- 2008 Area 1 Director, 

Lee Ann Dobson has recom-

mended your club as one of the 

nominees to be considered for the 

award.  It is truly an honor for your 

club to be one of the nominees.   

You and your members are all to 

be congratulated for your very 

productive 2007-2008 Zonta year." 

We may not get the trophy but it is 

an honor to have been nominated 

for our work. 

Our club has been nominated for 

the Governor’s trophy.  This is a 

great tribute to our club to recog-

nized for our service work.  Give 

yourself a pat on the back because 

without each member contributing 

this would not be possible.  Here is 

the announcement we received 

from Jane A. Adams, Lt. Governor: 

"During the District 11 Confer-

ence, clubs will be recognized for 

their activities and service during 

the 2007-2008 Zonta year.  One of 

the awards is the Governors Tro-

 

District Recognition 

Pampered Shopping - Nov. 15 

òClubs will be 

recognized for 

their activities 

and service 

during the 

2007-2008 

Zonta year. 

One of the 

awards is the 

Governors 

Trophyó 

the Zonta Club of Tallahassee. 

Business and workshops continue 

on Saturday culminating with our 

Awards Luncheon with the theme 

“Celebrating Local Service”, 

hosted by the Zonta Club of Mel-

bourne. 

The 60th Annual District 11 Con-

ference will be held September 26 

and 27, 2008 in Tampa, FL.  Our 

new President, Brooke Robson 

and our past President, Sylvia 

Roberts will be representing our 

club at the conference.  The 

board voted to cover their con-

ference fees, hotel and mileage.  

The activities will begin on Thurs-

day evening on September 25th 

with a GALA “Zonta is Our 

Name- Service is Our Game” 

hosted by the Zonta Club of 

Tampa, celebrating ALL the ser-

vice projects accomplished by the 

District 11 Zonta clubs with a 

Power Point Presentation. Friday 

morning begins with flag presenta-

tions, business sessions, and guest 

speakers including Mary Mulhern, 

Tampa City Councilwoman, and 

Heather Vann Ness, Channel 10 

News. The Friday luncheon 

speaker is our very own Ruth 

Walker, Past International Presi-

dent (PIP). Business and work-

shops will continue after lunch. 

The Friday evening trip is to the 

Columbia Restaurant, hosted by 

District Meeting - Tampa! 



ZONTA INTERNATIONAL IS A WORLDWIDE SERVICE 

ORGANIZATION OF EXECUTIVES IN BUSINESS AND 

THE PROFESSIONS WORKING TOGETHER TO AD-

VANCE THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

 

The September meeting of the Zonta Club of Mobile will be 

held on the 3rd Thursday of this month, Sept. 18 at 6:00 pm 

at Red Lobster on Airport Blvd.  The main goal for this 

meeting is to prepare for the upcoming fundraisers.  Please 

make every effort to attend, as we need your input.  

 

PRESIDENT  BROOKE ROBSON 

VICE-PRESIDENT JO ANN WILLIAMSON 

SECRETARY  ELISE RUSSELL 

TREASURER  DENISE SMITH 

NEWSLETTER  CHARLENE RAINS 

GOVERNOR  LYNN M. SALVATORE 

LT. GOVERNOR  JANE A. ADAMS 

AREA DIRECTOR TAMI PAGE  

VICE AREA DIRECTOR CHARLENE A. THOMAS 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 9756 

Mobile, AL 36691 

E-mail: info@zontamobile.org 

Website: www.zontamobile.orgWebsite: 

www.zontamobile.org 
 

 
For more Zonta news and events go to 
www.zonta-district11.org  or www.zonta.org 

Zonta Club of Mobile 

Advancing the Status of Women Worldwide 

We’re on the web 
www.zontamobile.org 

SUN  MON  TUE WED THU  FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 
TGIF 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 
Movie Night 

18 
Meeting 

19 20 

21 
Shop & Swap 

22 23 24 25 26 
       District 

27 
Conference 

28 29 30     

September 2008 


